MUSKEGON HERITAGE ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER
) ) M ) N

l" Ul 1 ] -'"" ey 1”‘ .l-'l-I.I .-i-.

e

BOOME

2000

e
1 .

5'..31':«

MHA OFFICE AND MUSEUM

How did the Muskegon Heritage
Association come into ownership of
our present office and museum? [t
was purchased from the City of
Muskegon for 5100 and our
Association took possession on March
31,1932,

The following article provides
the details concerning the fire of
October 20, 1977, which resulted in
the building being vacated not only by
the residents on the second and third
MNoors but also by the bar (561).
restaurant (354%) and barber shop
(5357 located at street level:

The building was closed but not
boarded up nor were the holes in the
roofs of the second and third floors
covered. As time passed the building
was vandalized and anything of value
disappeared.  The owner did not pay
the taxes and when the 3 vear time
limit expired, the City of Muskegon

became the owner. In the meantime
Muskegon Heritage was looking for
an inside location where the Corliss
steam engine could be assembled and
restored so that it could be viewed by
the public. The Hathaway Building
seemed 10 be the answer.  You know
the rest of the story.

As a postseript to the article
you are about to read, let me recount
a chance meeting | had with one of
those men who had to escape from the
rear of the building. He told me that
the ladder held by a fireman in the
alley was just too short to reach the
window where he was located. The
tireman placed the ladder on his
shoulders and with the top of the
ladder somewhat below the window
ledpe, this fellow eased over the
ledge, backwards. until Lis feet were
on the ladder rung and he worked hiz
way down sale.

See the new Art Prints at our
Booth at the Muskegon Mall
Bazaar, Fri.-Sat., Nov. 10 -11

From The Muskegon Chronicle

October 20, 1977
by Brad Miriisioy

Blaze Leaves Man, 53 Critical:
Routs Others From Apartment

One resident of a $50-per -
month boarting howse was in critical
condition this moming after the
Hathaway Lodging Houscal 561 W,
Western Ave. caught fire, driving all
residents  from  the three-story
building.

Famnest May, 53 was overcome by
the smoke in the fire. which was
discovered at 4:29 am. today. He
was in the inlensive care unmit at
Hackley Hospital.  Muskegon
firefighters found May unconscious
in his third story room.

Other residents suffered only
minor injuries. Firefighters rescued
three persons from one third floor
window ledge. where they had been
driven by smoke and flames.
Muskegon Fire Chief Ben Tripp
estimates that six Of seven persons
were rescued, in what he called “one
hell of a good job of firefighting.”
Others ran from the building before
fire and police units arrived.

Tripp said building manager
Eleanor Eller rescued a deaf mute
from his room and led him by hand
through the simoke and flames.

(Caontinued on Page 2)












