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Imagine the bewildermant of today's
housawifa on entaring a grocery slore
around the turn of the century and finding
only a couple brands of cereal or soap on the
shalves, Today's shoppers would have 1o
become acclimated to shopping where thera
are no meats or vagolables, drugs, toys or
cigarettes and limited dairy products from
which to choose.

In the "good old days® grocary stores
sold groceries, butcher shops sold meatls,
bakeries sold bread and pastries, and baer,
wine and liguor ware sold in saloons. Milk
was delivered by a milkman in a horse-drawn
wagon and the neighborhood grocers also
made deliveries.

Lawrence M. Carlson of Glenside,
recalls his father, the late M.F. Carlson,
opening a small grocery store, M.F. Garlson
Groceries, on the cornaer of Clay Avenue and
Saventh St. around 1915, It was a family
affair with father, son and mother Freda
sharing the workload.

Lawranca, an only child, began working
in the store when he was 12. He packed the
merchandise on the shelves, dusted, swept
the floor, cleaned the coffee mill, filled eqq
carlons and bagged polaloes and beans.
Dwring the cold winter months his Dad kept
the fire going in the pot bally stove in the
centar of the store. “And | had all the candy |
could eat!” laughed Lawrence.

Two horses with wagons and tweo sleighs
ware the modes of transportation used in
deliveries throughout the season. "My Dad
would leave the store early in the morning on
his bicycla, as he want door to door taking
housewife’'s grocery lists,” Lawrence
recalled. “He'd bring them back to the stora
before noon and fill the orders for the other
amployees 1o deliver. Then he'd go back out
fo get more orders. Mosl women were
familiar with his route and knaw when 1o
expect him at their door.”

In 1918, Marlin purchased his very first
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MF, Carlson Grocedes, taken 1918-18. In the phalo are: Martin £ Cadion, Lawrence M. Carlson, Clarence Josson,
Freda A. Cartson, Anna Vanderizan and Claude Borpevin, Seated i Richand Oison, Nove B Ford Model-T Roadsie: thar
was comverfed io 8 k!

&LF, Carlson Groceres in 1827, Lelt o npht: MF, Carfson, Arra Varderlaan, Safestan, Cuslomer, Salesman, Mrs,
Edward Nelson, Chavles Palcliffe, Levwrence Carlson, Ernest Peierson. Ol photos countesy Lawimnce Carlson coilection
























