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HOUSE
UPDATE

by Monica Archer

During April's meeting, the Historic

District Commission okayed removal of
additions to the Hamilton House at 511 W

Clay Ave., which allows MHA to return It 1o
its original state. A building permit was
recently issued through City Hall's
Inspectian Dapt.

Flans are to remove 9 feet of the
west side, a back bedroom and the front
and side porch which are not criginal to the
housa. Also slated, is removal of all the
present siding to get down to the
clapboard or beveled siding underneath.
The east side of the house facing
MacaAllister and Associates,will have a new
stoop [porch) just like the criginal.

A new outside wall has been started
on the coriginal foundation which is still
intact. The wall is being built in the interior
of the house where the foundation was
digcovered.

“The first priority will be to get the
rool on when the walls are up. Then we'l
tear the old addition down. That way, with
the new wall, it'll be closed up,” explained
Gil Buckley, one of the laborers. 'The
house has been made structurally unsound
over the years by removal of load-bearing
walls, causing sagging in the structure. Wa
plan to do away with the 1920's lock when
stucco was big, and bring it back to the era
when it was first constructed.”

The Hamilton House was acguired
by MHA in January 1987. The house was
constructed around 1875 by pioneer
umberman and business tycoon, Levi
Truesdell. Truesdell first came to
Muskegorn in 1855. Lumber baron Charles
Hackley once worked in his lumbermill. In
1883 Carlton J. Hamilton purchased the
house Hamilton was an important

(Continued on page 2) The back view end eastern side of the Hamilton House.

The front of the Hamilton House at 511 W. Clay Ave.













