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TWO BOTTLES

by Fred Wilder

Two brown botties, both foung in the
Muskegon Hetel (no, not the Muskegon
Harbor Hotel) this past winter, and each
with a story to tell

MUSKEGON BEREWING COMPANY

This botte was mixed n with a pie

of trash that | finally decided to ramove
from the building.
Haw 't managed to survive boards, bricks,
concreta and scrap metal 15 a mystery in
itself but it had come through without so
much as a nick or a scralch. Perhaps a
short hisiory of the Muskegon Brewing
Company would provide the proper
background for this particutar bottle,

“In the fall of 1876 Messrs. G.
Minnemann, O. Meeske and G. Meeske
entered into a co-partnership for the
purpose of brewing Lager Beer under the
tithe of The Muskegon Brewing Co. This
firm is composed of thorough pracrical
Brewers, they having been connected with
some of the best breweries of the couniry,
and in tha short tme they have baan in
buginess here have made @ decided
SUCCess,

Their Brewery, located at 112
Michigan Avenue, is now undoubtedly in
as good shape as almost any in the
COuntry They have expended somea
$30,000 in repairs and putting in new
machinery. They make their own mait,
which is a greal ilem, as it insures geod
and uniform color and a knowledge of the
ceer before made. as good malt and good
hops with proper treatment are bound to
make good Lager. The capacity of the
Muskegon Brewing Co. 20,000 is bbls. of
peer and 25,000 bushels of malt per year,
An evidence of the quality of beer
produced is that the home consumplicn is
equal to their capacity. But we predict that
gre long this Company will be compelled
o increase largely, as thera is & growing
demand in localites hitherto not supplied
by them.”

Quote from "The Industries of the
City of Muskegon- 1880.°

Courtesy Lawrence Carlsan colNectian

The Muskegon Hotel as [l looked In 1915,

C.J. DRESEN

This bottle came 1o light in the
Muskegon Hatel in a rather unusual way
since | found it a@'most buried in plaster, It
appears thal either a carpenter or a
workman applying plaster to a lath and
plaster wall placed the bottle inside the
wall as it was being consfructed. As the
plaster was applied 1o the lath the excess
plaster dropped down inside the wall 1o tha
base of 1he rew wall covering the botlle up
past the C.J. Dresen name, | noticed tha
brown neck of the bottle and by gently
working the hard plaster away from the
pofttle, the bottle came loose withou! being
damaged

Very limited research as to the origin
of this botlle has revealed that Charles J
Dresen had a saloon at 259 W, Western
Avanue and lived at 325 Southern Avenue.
This address of 259 W, Western Avenue is
the mos! eastern portion of the Muskegon
Hotel [252-263 W. Western) and since the
salpan is listed in the city directary prior 1o
the opening cf the Hotel the building may
have bean purchased by the hotel owners

By 1915 (the Muskegen Hotel open
in 1914) the saloon moved a little further
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The old beer bottle at lefl reads:

‘“Muskegon Brewing Co., Muskegon,

Mich. Registered, Pure Without

Drugs or Poison.” The bottle at

right reads "C.J. Dresen, Pure and

;ﬂvéth:ut Drugs or Peoison, Muskegon,
ch.”
























