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MUSKEGON CENTURY CLUB

"WAVERLY STONE"
A PART OF MUSKEGON'S HISTORY

Did vou know that the stone
used to build Hackley High
School, Chase Dros. Piano
Factory, Morton Mfd. Ceray
Muskegon Century Cluhb,
McCracken Block Front,
Michigan Washing Machine Co.,
Electrie Street Railway Power
House, Malleable Iron Co., and
the Receiving Vault and
Sextons Lodge of Evergreen
Cemetery came from the Waverly
Quarry in Helland, Michigan?
Pictured with this article is
the front of the McCraken
Building which was restored by
the Muskegon Heritage
Association and now is the
home of several businesses.
For many it is hard to believe
that we actually have a stone
quarry zo close to home.

Among the most valuahle
industries of the city of
Holland, and furnishing steady
employment to a large force of
men, is an inexhaustible
deposit of sandstone lying one
mile east of the city, and
operated by the Waverly Stone
Company which takes its name
from the geological formation
of the slone known as the
Waverly sandstone from its
development in the state of
Ohioc at Waverly, and the
extensive quarries at Berea
and Amherst.

The rock at Holland is a Fine-

grained uniform bluish gray
silicious sandstone, and
entirely free from the iron
pyrites which discolor the

some of the
quarries in this formation.
The cement is silica and the
stone when Ffirst quarried is
soft and easily worked, but on
exposure and drying of the
“guarry sap," rapidly hardens
and =so¢ becomes practically
indestructible. In & test
made at Madison, Wis., on four
1-inch cubes, this stone was

stone from

found to resist an average
crushing strain of 8,200
pounds per cubic inch. 1t has

been found equal to fire brick
for resisting heat, and is
successfully used for furnace
linings.

Mr. H. D. Post, one of the
pioneers of Holland, and
president of the Waverly Stone
Co., discovered the outcrop of
this sandrock in 1848 in the
bank of Black River. The
firat practical use of the
stone was in 1859, when a
quantity was quarried in a
rude way, and moved in scows
down the river to Black Lake
for constructing the
foundation and basemenltl walls

of Van Vleck Hall at Home
College, which stands today
attesting 1tz =solidity and
durability.

In 1867, Hon. John Roost
purchased the quarry, and used
several thousand cords for
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