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JOS. HACKLEY- HOLT HOUEE
(237) 523 W. Clay Ave.

This large house on the 8. E.
corner ol Clay and Gth 5. is one of the
most imposing and oldest residences in
the area. It occupies 1 3/4 lots The
land was purchased by Joseph Hackley
in 1859 and it is believed the house was
built in 1861.

Joseph Hackley worked as a
carpenter and taught school in the state
of New York before he and the family
moved to Michigan City, Ind. in 1835,
He tried to build a large hotel, but failed
in this wvenwre six months hefore
Charles Henry Hackley was born. In
1840 he moved to Racine, Wis, where
he built plank roads and did general
contracting. He came to Muskegon in
1855 and went into the lumbering
business. In 1836 Joseph Hackley and
his three sons Charles, Edwin and
Porter entered into parinership with
Gideon Truesdell to form the J.H.
Hackley Co. He was senior partner
until his death in 1874 when Charles
took charge.

In 1856 Joseph Hackley built the
first bridge across the Muskegon River
and a road over the marsh to North
Muskezon, Three times he was elected
President of the Village of Muskegon
(1864, '65 and "66) and in 1872 he was
elected Treasurer of Muskegon County.

Selina Fuller was Joseph Hackley's
first wife and mother of Charles, Edwin
and Porter. She died in 1864, and he

mamied Mrs, Gatherine Palmer in 1866,
Thus Catherine Hackley was the step-
mother of Charles H. Hackley. loseph
Hackley died in 1874 and in
I880 Catherine married Henry Holt.

Henry H. Helt, originally from
Canada and New York slale was
admitied to law practice in Grand
Rapids in I857. He moved to
Muskegon in 1838 and established a
law office which he maintained along
with a successful career in politics.

He was never defeated in 25 times in
elected office which ncluded the
following:

Prosecuting Attorney for Ottawa (and
Muskegon County )

Circuit Court Commissioner - 2
terms

Village Trustee

Republican Representative to

Michigan State Legislature - 5 terms
Lt, Governor - 2 terms

Member of State Constitutional
Convention

Chairman of ways and Means
Committee when State Capitol
was built

Mavor of City of Muskegon-2
terms

Resides his activities in politics
Henry Holt oaveled extensively
through Furope and the Near East
He brought back over 10,000 cunos,
pictures, and other works of an.
Some of it was used to adom his
home but most of the collection was
placed on display in some rented
rooms near his office. It was known
as Holt's Museum. His interest in
history led him 1o organize and
direct the Muskegon County
Pioneer and Historical Society. His
library had one of the largest and

most  complete  collections of
historic volumes m the state of
Michigan,
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