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Muskegon Boiler
Works - Records

By Fred Wilder

During the summer of 1997
Muskegon  Heritage  Association
became aware of the pending sale of
afl the equipmem and meial stock of
the Muskegon Boiler Works (MBW).
In short order contacr with Deborah
Postema-George, Curator of
Collections for the Muskegon Counry
Musewn, provided the information
thar the musenm iented o review
and  selecr some of the business
f{"{'ﬂrd.'& Yy O Qs fnt" wWner gave
them permission to de so. It appeared
that the volume of material precluded
them from accepring all the records
due 1o a lack of storage space.

Then contact was made with Pawl
Stevens, son of the owner Leigh
Stevens and we had an apportunity to
see the voliume of records covering
almaost 100 years of the business for
the bailer works, The following article
states that Luke Twrnbull started this
company as early av 1865, Ir was
1890 when Cliften D, Stevens and his
pariner Edward Behrens took over the
operation. By this time the {umber
industry had all ba died in the local
area and the Muskegen Chamber of
Commerce was actively engaged in
COUFtiNG  MUmMercus  manufaciering
industries o relocate 1o Muskegon.
One of the direciors of the Chamber of

Commerce was C. D, Sievens,

A very limited examination of the
business records indicated thar MBW
was  directly  involved  with  the
construction  of  practically  every
industry that commenced operation in
Muskegon during the early vears of
this century, Correspondence, bills of
fading, work orders, hand written
fedgers, adventising, financial records;
dozens of file cabinets, boxes, and
shelves were loaded with the history of
Fowe Muskegon's industrial power was
born, grew and expanded  through
mid-cennry.

It was the historical implications
of this marerial thar  provided he

attraction for e MHA o become
invalved and assist in the remaval
whenever  thet  date  arvived,  The
Assaciation was contacted  in late
October and on the 29th and 30th of
that month afl the records lesy those
retained by the MBW Corporation
involving the immediate past fifreen
vears and those records selected by
represenfatives  of  the  Muskegon
County Museun were removed to the
MEA building.

Since only abowr 1080 boxes of
recards were packed and dated before
removal there @5 o major fask of
serting, boxving and dating vet to be
accomplished. Bevond this rask is thar
of locating a suitable permanent home
Jor the MBW records.

Muskegon Boiler Works from Clay Street












