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Main Street Program
Third Street

What is the Main Swreet Program?
Well. Jon Colburn’s article in the Jan-
Feb-Mar issue of the Boomer provides
an excellent introduction and overview to
this program and how it will affect
Muskepon

I'he article published in the
Muskegon Chronicle on December 9
2002, indicated the initial thrust would
be on Third Street, in particular the Walt
Plant Television and Appliances building
at Third Street and Houston Avenue,
The author of that article, Chronicle
Staff writer, Robert C. Bumns, stated that
two grants, each for $1235 000, had been
awarded 1o the Meighborhood Investment
Corporation and work would commence
early this vear (2003)
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I'm going 1o take vou back to this
particular area of Third Street during the
[ate 1920F5 by selecting certain portions
of Anne Freitag®s book “Muskegon My
Home Town™ (October 1980},

In the summer of 1926 Anne, her
mother and her Uncle Dim moved into an
apartment over the Yonker Plumbing
and Heating store located ot the
northwest comer of Monroe Ave. and
Third 5. Now here Anng
deseribes her new neighborheod o the
reader,

Yur "

is how

Soon we arrived at Micholas J.
Yonker's Plumbing and Heating Store
and obtained the key for Apartment D. 1t
was on the second Noor. The street door
leading upstairs had the number 1145
above it - - and still does

Mounting the neat, well-varnished
stairway. | saw the single hall with the
dark oak, two panel apartment entrance
doors on each side and one at the end

Inside ours, | liked the more modern
living room windows, [acing south, the
lower ceilings, and the attractive light
lixtures. Each room was neatly painted.
The floors were varnished around the
rug. There was a small kiichen. The
private, modern bathroom was  well
cquipped. and we were assured of plenty
of hot water all the  tme. Each
apariment's wooden icebox was ouside
the entrance door.

Descending the stairs, my mother
soid that only adults were allowed,
generally, and that she had o promise
that | would be very guict coming and
gaoing in the hallway.

Continued on page 2
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Al the foot of the from stairs there
were two rows of black mailboxes, one
for each  apartment  with  the
corresponding letier,

Mext door, at 1143 Third, was the

Greal  Atlantic and  Pacific Tea
Company, commaonly called the A. and
P. Food Store,

Walking north, we passed Andrew
Wybenga's Shoe Repair Shop, the
Thomas Wood Bicvele Shop and
Pelon's Meat Markel. Next was the
Dekker Furniture Company.

Across Third Street was the familiar
Kuoche's Bakery (1) between the Myrtle
Beauty Shop and the Steiner Electric
Store.

Crossing the alley on the west side of
Third. we passed the drug swore which
was now Frederick’s Pharmacy. Nexi
door was the longtime Ten Hove's Dry
Goods Store, owned by Mr. and Mrs.
Andrew Ten Hove and their son, Peter.

Mr. Clarence Plant was standing in
the fromt entrance of his store and
greeted vs, He siill called me “Babe.”
although | never kmew why except,
pethaps. because | was the only child in
a family of grownups.

That was the end of the stores on the
west side of the streen because the east
side of the Eames home extended 1o that
corner of Third, with the house facing
[louston Avenue.,

A beautiful sight on than comner was
the patch of luxuriant canna plants
grown in the triangle between the

crosswalks.  Mrs, Harriel Lames, the
docter’s mother, earefully tended this
growth of tall stems with large, green
leaves and bright red and vellow
Aowers.

Across on the southeast corner was
the Henry Poirier CGirocery, nest 1 Valk
Shoe House, the latter still specializing
in children’s shoes. But Mrs. Horton's
Confectionary had been replaced by J. C.
Scott's Shoe Repair.

Continuing north on Third, we saw
many large, well built homes betore
passing the Torrenl mansion, across
from Hackley School.  Approaching
Hackley Library, | was so glad that we
would still be living near it. Next were
the picturesque buildings of St. Paul’s
Episcopal Chureh, across from Hackley
Park. (2}

Omne day | erossed Third Sireet. going
south, and saw the (3) Bush Hardware
Store on the southwest corner of Third
and Monroe. Next. was the Home Made
Hread Shop, then the C. Thomas Grocery
Store. The Mead Motor Company came
next, and on the northwest corner of
Third and Merrill swod the Pierce
Kindergarten, the coltage-type
beginners” school. It brought back
pleasant memories,

In that evening’s newspaper was a
large advertisement expounding the
advantages of the Occidental Hotel as a
convention center. It accommodated
many more guests than the other hoels
it our downtown area: namely the Park,
Muskegon Hotel, the Federal. and the
American.  The Occidental had three
hundred eighty rooms and two hundred
eighty-one baths. 1t was said to be the
finest in the country in a city the size of
Muskegon, (4)

Anne Freitag hos deseribed the Third
Street area as it appeared in 1926 but
there was one major change/addition in
1928, Her Uncle Dan deseribed the
changes as noted in the following on
page 176 of Anne's book,

“Then he old me of some changes in
the last two neighborhoods where he
lived. First, he mentioned the expansion
last year of the radio store owned by
Walter Plamt, who had taken over the
yuarters formerly owned by his father,
My uncle said that Mrs. Eames and her
daughter, Dr. Eames, had consented 1o
have their home moved to 139 Monroe
Avenue 1o clear the corner of Third and

Houston for the larger Plant store.”

The pictures show the west side of
Third Street from Monroe to Houston as
it appears today.

{11 page 159 {3) page 161
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