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SPOTLIGHT ON: The Amazon Building

by Rick Chapla

Dominating the streetscape of lower
Western Avenne is the Amazon
Building...its immense bulk and
seale leaving a lasting impression
upon those seeing it for the first
time. Even though the five-story
structure now stands partially
camouflaged by years of foundry soot
and vehicular emissions, the
building is a real beauty in the eyes of
preservaltonisis.

InJuly 1895, contracts were
signed to build the structure lor the
American Hosiery Company of
Michigan City, Indiana. Specifica-
tions called for walls of masonry
construction almost three foot thick
at the base and one feot thick at the
roof-line. Even today, the interior
space consists of a heavy timber
framing arranged in fifieen-foot bavs
with floors of tongue-and-groove
white pine planking overlaid by
diagonal maple ooring.

Because of its original solid
construction. the building remains
in relatively good shape and stands
ready lor reuse. Owned by Chuck and
Boh Neilson, whoare members of the
Muskegon Herllage Association, the
Amazon Building's future usels) may
in fact decide the fate of the
remainder of Western Avenue.

Adaptive reusc of older historical
buildirgs is a relatively new concept
for investors, developers. architects
and engineers and the Federal
Government does provide incentives
for those who redevelop and reuse
historical bulldings. Unfortunately,
redevelopment costs may exceed new
construction costs, depending upon
the condition and proposed use of a

structure. However, in most cases,
per-square-foot costs for new
construction exceed (hal of
FI."df"'L’FII'}]'JI'III"r'II.

And, of course, the linished new
construction project can in no way
compare (o the uniqueness, charm,
and wanmih resulting (rom an
adaptive reuse project!

Today, the Amazon Building
stands only partially occupied by
smaller firms and compeanies which
utilize the struectural sirength for
storage. Many other uses have been
propesed in recent years which could
perhaps better utilize the building’s
Lnigue assels.

Apartments for manufacturing.
industry, the elderly, lower-income
families, the wealthy, and the way-
ward...a hotel, condominiums. or to

house a variety of small specialty
shops complementing the Muskegon
Mall.

All ideas have given rise to a tide
of new interest in this historic
structure. Whatever its determined
reuse. [ amconfident it will be a use
which will preserve and protect the
basic architectural features.

I can sce it now...the blackened
brick cleaned to reveal the sandy tan
tone mahogany (vpical of new build-
ings... windows cleaned or replaced
to allow majestic views ol Muskegon
Lake and beyond... floors refinished
to the high gloss so receptive Lo
abundant sun rays and natural
light...a generator of activity rather
than a silent sleeper.._.a focal point
for tourists rather than a sight to
avoid...the hub of Herltage Village! 5%





















