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Pleture courtesy of Lawrence Carison
The Streetcar Riot of August, 1919,

It was an exciting day lor the city of
Muskegon when, on November 24
IHHZ. a system of “mass™ transpor-
tation was unveiled, Six streetears,
pulled by a total of 24 horses offered
residents an inexpensive way o
travel around the city. Prior to this
time citizens who could not alford
horses had to hire a buggy or
carriage il they wanted to ride
around the town or to the ontskirs,

Now the Muskegon Street Rail-
way Company had installed 3-1/4
miles ol track., stretching from
Ottawa Street down Western Ave-
nue and on o Lakeside. Service was
provided from 5 a.m. to 10 p.m.,
and riders could enjoy the trip fora
nickel for the downtown run ur 8¢
o Lakeside,

This. ol course, was just the be-
ginning. As Muskegon grew, so did
the Muskegon Railway Company:
additional cars. along with horses
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and mules, were purchased: tracks
were extended to cutlving districts.
On a good dayv, over 2000 passen-
gers might be transported.

Then - more exeltement for this
boom town when, in April. 1890,
streetears became electrified! It was
considered a scientilic marvel and
bystanders were aimazed as sireei-
cars sped along the tracks with no
visible means of propulsion.
Muskegon was one of the first citics
in the state to have this modern
[orm of transportation and the
cltizens were grateful it was avail-
able to them,

Electric trolleys made transpor-
tation much more  ellicient:
Schedules could he maintained: no
more long waits on street corners
lor the slbw-plodding mules,
Electric cars were dependable: no
switching tired horses mid-trip or
pushing  overleaded cars up

THE GREAT STREETCAR RIOT OF 1919

by Georgia Tuxbury

Brewery Hilll A trip was much
faster: less than ball an hour [rom
downtown to Lake Michigan Park,
rather than two hours il horse-
drawn.

The Lumber Queen continued
to  prosper.  As  ransportation
became more available. outlying
districis, such  as  Muskegon
Heights, began to grow. The Lake
Michigan Park added a pavilion and
bath houses, and this area became
a popular vacation spot for tourisis
as well as Muskegon residents.

Like all meic -n inventions, the
streetear and its oexpensive fares
were spon taken lor granted. Then,
in 1919 the far v as raised [rom 6¢
to 7¢ and an out oy was heard from
the citizenry at the outrageous
increase. The "greal streetear riot”
took place August 5, 1919, when a
group ol workimen boarded the cars
and refused to pay the extra penny
or to leave. Fights broke oul amd
spresd to other streetcars.,

That night a droup of 1000
enraged customers stormed the car
barn and burmmed or wrecked 30
streetcars, totally  destroving  at
least a dozen. Every artery was
blocked by wreckage. One death
was recorded and 20 men were
arrested. Riders were [orced (o walk
Lo work until service was restored.

Streetcar service in the town
proceeded without incident for the
next ten years, Then in 1929
Muskegon's colorful trolley  days
were  over as  the automobile
chugged its way Into popularity. &












