Captain Jonathan Walker, the man with
the branded hand 1is memorialized by
a monument at the entrance to
Evergreen Cemetery. He was born in
Harwich, Massachusetts in 17939. At
the age of seventeen he went to sea.
In 1835 Captain Walker joined
Benjamin Lundy, a northern journalist
and one of the first crusaders
against slavery, in the colonization
of fugitive slaves in Mexico. For
nine years he shipped along the
hazardous Gu1f coast. During this
time he was wounded and robbed of
everything including his ship.

In 1844, having obtained a .new
veszel, Captain Walker gave seven
slaves passage, in an open boat, from
Florida to the Bahamas and fresdom.
A short distance off Key West Walker

became seriously i1l with fever. The
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ship drifted about helplessly until
it was over taken by a government
streamer . A price on his head,
Walker was immediately placed in
irons and returned to Pensacola.

The notice for his arrest described
him as a man with a large frame,
about six feet tall, dark hair and
dark complexioned - a slouching
person with stooping shoulders and a
swinging, ralling gait - lame in one
arm from a gunshot wound.

Walker was finally taken into the
United States court and convicted of
smuggling slaves. The sentence
stands as a blot on the history of
the American court. In addition to
a heavy fine and a year of solitary
confinement, the judge ordered him to
be branded on the palm of his right
hand with the letters "S.5.", slave
stealer. He was, also, to spend one
hour in the pillery in the public
sguare.

It was sometime before a blacksmith
was found to mold a human branding
1ron. Eventually the Captain was
chained to the bars of his cell and
the red hot 1iron seared the famous

letters into his right palm.

After eleven months in the Pensacocla
jail, with a heavy chain riveted to
his leg, a few influential friends

Continued on page 2
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raised money for his fine, He was
released in the summer of 1845, and
returned to Massachusetts where he
oublished an  account of his
gxperiences. He became a noted
abolitionist speaker, traveling
around the country. the climax of
his speeches was the raising and
showing of his hand, now identifying
the brand as 'slave saver'.

John Greenleaf Whittier was also
active in the anti-slavery movement.
Walker's experiences inspired him to
write the poem, "The Man With the
Branded Hand"

With the signing of the Emancipation
Proclamation in 13863, walker felt his
1ife work had been accomplished. He
purchased a few acres at Lake Harbor
on Black Creek, just south of
Muskegon, and with his wife operated
a small fruit farm.

In 1877, his health began to fail and
the couple became destitute. Henry
Holt of Muskegon, organized a fund-
raising campaign. He circulated
articles about Walker to newspapers
ACTOSS the country, and sold
photographs of the branded hand for
one dollar. This effort brought a
sizeable response, including a
generous contribution from Whittier.

Walker died April 30, 1878, whittier
corresponded  with William Lloyd
Garrison and other wveterans of the
anti-slavery crusade. The Reverend
Photius Fisk, a U.S. Navy chaplain
from Boston paid for and shipped the
ten foot granite aobelisk to be
erected on Walker's grave, One side
of the shaft contains a stanza from
Whittier's poem, and the other a
carving of the branded hand.

An estimated crowd of six thousand
attended the unveiling ceremonies on
August 1, 1878. Local steamer and
raviroad lines made special runs for
the event.

velma Schafer

(Materials taken  from  Muskegon
Chronicle and the story of Captamn
Jonathan Walkar reprinted and
distributed by the Convention and
Visitor's Bureau of Muskegon County.

PAST PRESIDENT'S
CORMER L
by Bonnic Bauman t

The Muskegon Heritage Association
apologizes for the length of time it
has taken us to get a newsletter out
am:r_wish to improve on this in the
coeming year,

I would 1ike to take this opportunity
to welcome Scott Sieradzki as the new
Fresident of the Muskegon Heritage
Association. 1 have decided to step
down from the presidency and the
Board elected Scott to the position
with me as the Vice-President. We
welcome Scott as the new President.

During the time that I was in office,
we faced many challenges and reached
some of our goals. We turned over
the old Muskegon Hotel to Steve
Franklin for restoring. We donated
the fire barn to the Muskegon County
Museum so 1t could be combined with
the Hackley/Hume Complex, We
contributed to the Hackley Park
Christmas decorations and turned over
the 1ighting of the Christmas Tree to
Muskegon Leisure Services,
contributed to the Hackley pavers,
decorated the 11ght posts in Heritage
Yillage with 1lighted wreaths and
continue to pay the light bill on the
most recent lights installed, as well
as keep them in good repair. We had
the brick cleaned, put in new windows
and repaired the tin work on the
front of the Hathaway Building where
we have our office and museum. In
adaition, we have worked on the
restoration of the Hamilton House by
removing additions, asphalt shingles,
gutting the 1inside, and re-roofting
the house and garage. Our next big
expenditure will be siding the house
which is expected to be about $7,000
for materials. We have also added
many exhibits to our museum housed 1n
the Hathaway Building and we would
Tike to thank everyone for those
contributions. We continue to have
a close relationship with the
Muskegon Ray lroad Historical Society
who has restored the upper floor of
our building, built great displays
and have acguired a fine collection















