by Fred Wilder

The oxen yoke that hung on the wall of
Leonard Buys' workshop has a story to tell
zbout the courage and detarmination of our
early settlers. Leonard’s great-grandfather,
Henry, moved his family from the Sturgis
area lo Muskegon in 1863 - 125 years ago.

The following exemt is from the History
of Muskegon County, Michigan - 1882.
"Henry Buys was bern in Schenectady
County, M.Y. in 1818; moved in Octobar
1837 to St. Joseph County, MI where in 1844
he married Miss Hannah Stowel, by whom he
had sight children, five of whom are living at
this time. In 1863 he setiled on Section 11 of
Laketon and now owns about 500 acres of
fine farming and fruitland. When Henry Buys
came 1o the county in 1863 the land was ina
state of nature: there were no roads or
bridges and but few settlers, and the forest
was so dense thal on cloudy days
housewarh had to be perfermed by the aid of
candlelight.”

How can anyone visualize what Henry
Buys encountered as he moved his family by
ox team to the wilderness of West Michigan?
Parhaps some of the statistics and facts
abaut our area will help.

The plal of the city of Reedsville (lo
become North Muskegon when incorporated
in 1881) was recorded on September 19,
1B57.

Michigan slate legislative action of
February 4, 1859 set apart Muskegon
County from Ottawa County.

Muskegon County was made up of 6
townships; Muskegon, Norton, Ravenna,
Whita River, Dalton and Oceana.

The population in Muskegon had
increased to 1,438 by 1861 and was
incorporated as a village.

When Henry arrived in the area in 1863
there wera no bridges or roads across the
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The Buys’ tamily Ox Yoko wiich is estimaiad 1o b over 125 years old. It s on dispiay at the MHA affien, courtesy of

Leanad Buys.

THE TRAVEL TO AMERICA

(Note: The loliowing has been translarod from a
pavsonal diary carted by Mr, lsrael Erickson. wiltien in
Swodish. Printed with permission courtesy of s fmmily
mombass and effspring.  fsrael Enckson wad Down
Nowvember 28, 1845 in Swaden and died November 23,
1914 in Whitehall, Ha is buried in Whitehall Cemetery.)

The 5th of April 1870 | left my home. The
8th of the sama month | lelt Gothenburg and
arrived to New York at the 25th of the same
month. | had nice company on my way, but |
lost it in New Yark together with a coat and a
MNew Tesiament or a Bible. From there | took
the railroad to Whitehall, Michigan, which
took me one week. Thera | met with my
brother and he helpad me to a job at a sawmill
which | had for three weeks and was paid 20
dollars per month. Then | got sick for ona
month and lived with a Swede during that
time and paid 4 dollars a week. When | got
healthy | got a job at the railroad, the first 20
dollars | earned | lost but | found them again
but after a couple of days they were stolen
from me, which seemed (o be a hard
beginning for me in a loreign country. |
continued 1o work at the railroad the whole
summer and was paid $2.95 a day. In the fall |

accompanied a railroad contractor (7] who
promisad mea a steady work about 38 miles
from Whitehall {to build a rallroad). | worked
there for 2 days and then | got sick and
stayad there for 3 weaks as | thought from
the beginning that | should recover quickly.
They semt for a dector from the neighbor
village but he couldnot do anythinggood 10
me o | wanted to go back 1o Whitehall
Howaver, no warking team should go back to
town for long so | had 1o be lying there for 3
weeks which was rather difficult as it was so
cold and erowded with 45 man in a emall bad
house. My disease was a nerve fever which
made me so weak 56 when | should go out |
often fell on the ground and bruised mysell
rather badly. The only thing | could eat
during that time was farm milk which | bought
from a farmer who lived close to the place.
Maobody had any time to help me oxcapt my
brother whan he was home from work. |
bacama so sad by lying there so | intended
1o leave 1he cabin try to reach the town or
laying me down in the woods to die if | did not
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