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The building thal stands at 881 Fina
Street will soon be vacant for the Jacobsen
Printing Go. consolidated with Weorkman
Printing Co. eflective January 1, 1989,

This writer has been in
communication with the owner of Jacobsan
Printing, Mr. Ray Tindall, for many years but
it was not until the middle of 1988 that he
informed me that everything was up for sale.
Then in early Decembaer | learned that the
building and grounds were sold and
prospects looked good that the business,
including the equipmen, would be sold very
soon. | had approached Ray with the idea in
mind of the Muskegon Heritage Association
somehow acquiring the building and maving it
to a vacant lot in Heritage Village. The idea
which seemed somewhal far-letched at ana
lime now appeared 1o be at Izast possiole but
with many gquestions to be answorad.,

What about the history of this
building® Well, in 1891 the fire that swept
south from Western Avenue daestroyad the
building at 821 Pine Street (early address
was 87 Pine Streat until the mid-twenties).
The city direclories indicate that by 1893
Decatur B. VanMorman and John McSherry
conduclted a blacksmith business at this
address. Through the early 1900s a Mr. Lavi
McDonald was the blacksmith and
horseshoer, followed by Joseph Mindell
(1208-1918) who dealt in hides. This may
explain what appears 1o be a rather large
“Michigan cellar” econstructed in the
basemen! that looks more like a val rather
than a cellar,

In the mid-twanties the bullding was
Interier of Jacobsen Print Shop (Continued on page 5)



















