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Courlesy Lanronce Carfson colieclion

In the 1920°s. i was also known as

ice Skating at the Third Sireet Dock Municipal Bathing Beach.

MEMORIES OF
MUSKEGON LAKE

g by Monica Archer

Growing up near the water in this
area cnabled young boys after the turn of
the ceniury, numorous C!Dj]D"IL.I'IltIE'S for
adventures. Two of those "young boys®
who are both nearing 80, sharcd sevoral of
\heir ehildhood memories concarming
Muskegon Lake,

Brothers George and Ralph Ediund
livad at 790 Grand Avenus near Henry
Streat with their parents Charles and
Charloite Edlund, who came here from
Sweden about 1810. The couple had 5
daughters and five sons

*“We'd gel up; have breakfast; go
swimmirg; have lunch; go sWwimming; have
supper and go swimming!™ Ralph grinned
with a twinkle in his aye

“We taught ourselves how 1o swim at
a very young age," George included.

They wera joined in this morming,
noon and might ritual by a group ol friends
they fondly refer to as 'The Grand Avanue
Gang.'

“We hung around with our othar
brothers, Garl, Fritz and Edwin in the 1820's
with friends such as Melvin Sanders,
Kerneth McClain, Bill Harkens (whose
older brother Charles was a Muskegon

Depuly), and the LeTar boys— Harold,
Louis and Claranee,” said Raiph
"l recall others clesar 1o my age

alsg,” added George. “There was George
Lindrup, Lawrance Donley, lvan Thompson
and Arend Cramer. We always went
swimming together, as we only lived 4-3
blocks away. Our five sisters, Karin, Jean,
Wilma and the twins Eleangr and O'ga did
their cwn thing,”

"There was usually a race 1o ihe
ake. The first one in got the glery. The last

(Conlinued on paga 3)
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