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AREA HAS 1T.TNEK WITH

WITH UNDERGROUND RAITLROAD

The recent interest in our
area's history has brought

i o ; : about a significant
4 gg : discovery. At the south of
A L White Lake there was once an

established "station” of the
o e Underground Railroad, where
- G two great humanitarians,
: Abner and Mary Bennett,
assisted rumaway slaves on
the road to freedom.

During the periocd between
1840 and 1860, slaves were
desperately attempting to
reach Canada and freedom, in
spite of the dangers in the
Journey. the “"railroad” was
actually a complex
transportation system,
utilizing all available modes
of travel, organized to aid
Negroes along the way.

From north of the Ohio
River there  were many
abolitionists who became
“operators” or “conductors”
at “stations”, which were
actually private homes.
These Negro sympathizers
received the refugees, hid
them, fed them and conducted
them to the next station in
route to freedom.

Michigan was a haven for
: slaves, =second only to
i b Canada, regarding security.

: : There was considerable
abolitionist sentiment among
residents of the state and
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