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WINFIELD SCOTT GARRISH

POSTSCRIPT
by Fred Wilder

As 1 read various articles about logging operations and
how W. 5. Garrish became a very important player in the
way logs were delivered to the river, 1 began to question
how these lumbermen overcame various obstacles
peculiar to their ime. This is the year 1876/1877, 120
years ago. For instance; how do you move a locomotive
from a railroad station to a clearing in the wood? How
were all those logging cars transported in so the logs could
be hauled out? As you will soon read, two very different
methods were used.

In an attempt to show the relative locations of towns and
railroads in this logging operation, please follow my
attempt at a geography lesson about the southwest portion
of Clare County.

The map shows 6 townships in the west and southwest
area of the county.

Temple, (Redding Township) is the location where
Gerrish brought in his equipment in 1876,

Lake George, (Lincoln Township) was the closest
community to the large tracts of timber which were either
purchased or were to be logged under contract to other
lumbermen.

Farwell, (Surrey Township) was a small town on the
Flint and Pere Marquette Railroad.

Lake or Lake Station, (Garfield Township) was
probably no more than a flag stop at this fime on the
same railroad which proceeded west through the town of
Evart, then on to Hersey and Reed City.

Evart, (Evart Township) - in the adjoining county of
Osceola) was an important city in the life of Gemish - as
you will see.

The first big piece of equipment brought to Temple was
the locomotive, weight 8-1/4 ton. Here is how 1t was
accomplished as written in the article "America's First
Successful Logging Railroad," author-Hudson Keenan,
Michigan History magazine, September 1960,

At this time Clarc County had as much pine timber as any
county in the lower peninsula Its location at the
headwaters of all major streams had served to ward offits
removal at an earlier date.
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