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MHA Weork Projects

Well, Spring has attempted to
enter the Muskegon area right on
schedule in March but Ole Man
Winter just had to send some more
snow our way at this late date in
March. | do not mean to imply that our
planned work details for MHA have
been delayed. just that we have a little
breathing room w0 reline our Spring
schedule.

There is a “Duke’s Mixture” of
jobs just waiting for someone (or
sometwos or somethrees) to come
torward and volunteer for any number
of tasks. So let me start laying out the
items that need attention.

It is springtime and that means
cleanup-outside-around  the MIA
properties. The work was started with
some raking on Clay Ave in front of
the Zemke House and the terrace
ACTOSS the  street at the
Truesdell/Hamilton House. There is a
large yard at the Truesdell/H. and a
backvard at the Zemke House that
needs the attention of willing hands -
with rakes.

Truesdell House During 1999
footings were poured for the three
small porches (east. nerth & west ) for
the entrances to this building but it

wasn't until the summer of 2000 that
the brick foundations for these porches
were completed. MHA plans to
construct the porches this year and
then the volunteers can prime and
finish painting the structures,

The sidewalk in front of the house
has sections with cracked corner
portions which the City of Muskegon
says necessitates replacement of the
slah. This project will probably have
to he done by a contractor,

Once the sidewalk work is
completed our plan for the terrace
includes landscaping between the
sidewalk and the street. This involves
removing about 4 to 5 inches of what
is called topscil, installing an
underground sprinkler, leveling with
good soil, putting in a 22" wide brick
walking area next to the curb and
finishing by laying sod. Lots of good
hard labor; good for building muscles,
sweating ofT a few of the pounds that
were added around the waist this past
winter and enjoying the great out-of-
doors.

Lemke House This home was
acquired in 2000 and needs more
effort by our volunteers than what |
had noted about backyard cleanup.
The basement needs to have all the

junk and trash removed. The sidewalk

has 3 sections in need of repositioning
or replacement. MHA has the work
permit for this project and as soon as
weather permits we will separate the
concrete slabs and roll them back on the
lawn. It appears that the root structure
from the maple tree has forced the slabs
upward and the tree may have to be
removed before repairs can be made.

Last fall MHA had the City of
Muskegon water department attempt to
Incate the water cutofT from the street to
the house.  Personnel attempted but
were unsuccessful, It is with great hope
that they resume the search this spring.

Hathaway Bldg (Exterior) Our
office building-museum is in need of
scraping and painting around all the
molding and sills of the 2nd and 3rd
Moor windows. This task is not easy
since the malding can only he worked
on from the outside. Once that is
accomplished the sills can be easily done
from the inside.

Some 14 windows (total of upper
and lower sections) need to be replaced
with the new windows on hand. The
remaming windows should be removed
from the frames and worked on at the
same time moldings are renovated. The
first floor windows are boarded over
and the beards nced the same basic
attention of scraping and painting. This
can be done with a step ladder.












