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“Main Street”

Comes to Muskegon
A Focus on Western Ave. and Third St

The Mational Trust for Historic
Preservation developed the Main
Street Economic Development
Program as a means of revitalizing
traditional  downtown  commercial
districts and preserving the historic
structures  located  within - them.
Muskegon knows all too well that past
state and federal urban development
efforts centered on the destruction of
historic downtown buildings and
neighborhoods,

In response to these well-meaning
but historically devastating attempts at
economic revitalization, the National
Trust for Historic Preservation set out
o study the reasons why downiown
business districts were experiencing
such difficultics and possibly to
identifv solutions 1o these problems.

['he Main Street approach focuses
on  four  key design,
organization, promotion, and
economic restructuring.  The design
aspect works to improve the physical
appearance of Main Street- building
facades, sidewalks, parking areas, elc.
Ihe  organizational  component
addresses  the need 1o build a

darcas:

consensus-secking revitalization
organization that involves all of the
key stakeholders in the downtown

economic  environment — property
owners, business  owners,  lenders,
builders, historic  preservationists,
residents, and community leaders

from both public and private sectors.
Promotions arc then devised in order
to market the unigue characteristics of
the traditional business district to
shoppers, investors, businesses, and
tourists. Economic restructuring
focuses on strengthening the existing
businesses located on Main Street and
attracting new businesses that will
expand business activity in the
downtown areas. For Muskegon,
Main Streer is Western Ave. from
Seventh St. 1o Third St. and Third St.
from Western Ave. to Monroce Ave,
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