“"WHO ARE THESE MYSTERIOUS LADIES?

Story and Photo by Monica Archer

When Robert and Lois Zeisloft purchased the Emery
House back in 1380, they had no idea what lay ahead of
them. Who would wager what they would discover..........
rich and deep within the walls of the Georgian Colonial
dwelling in the Heritage Village?

Friends and associates had related various stories re-
garding their new real estate purchase. One such tale told
of some paintings hidden beneath the wallpaper in the third
floor baliroom. The project to uncover them began in the
summer of 1980, while the Runaways still occupied the
house. Each painting was at least a one week project. It
was a slow and tedious process. There was one layer of
wallpaper and only 1/8" of that was peeled away at a
time - carefully trying not to damage whatever was
underneath. The Zeislofts had no idea how long they'd
been under there, as the third floor was an apartment at
one time, and was possibly papered over then.

However, when Mrs. Zeisloft began uncovering them,
she realized that they were not paintings at all. Rather, they
appeared to be prints!

"It was fashionable in that era to touch up a photo or
print with brush strokes, to give it an appearance of an oil
painting,”’ she explained.

There are ten prints in all, one of which is yet to be uncovered.

“I'm saving that for a rainy day project,”” smiled Mrs.
Zeisloft.

Originally, it was believed that the paintings/prints were
of prominent women that once lived in Muskegon, or
perhaps of women that actually had lived in the house, but
Mrs. Zeisloft thinks otherwise.

The elder Mrs. Emery used to be confined to a wheelchair
and Mr. Emery would occasionally socialize with his card
playing buddies in the third floor room.
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One of the historic Emery House paintings
appears above this doorway an the third floor.

"“Maybe the prints were meant to be attractive to the
card-players and so they were attached to the wall to add
atmosphere,”’ speculates Mrs. Zeisloft.

One or two of the prints bear a striking resemblance to
the Coca Cola Girls. Some of them are signed, but are dif-
ficult to read, as the edges of the prints were painted,
perhaps to resemble a picture frame, and thus obscuring
the signatures. The paintings’ identities remain unknown.

However, Mrs. Zeisloft is not interested in selling them or
even having them appraised.

‘I don't really want to know if they are of any value or
not. | suppose I'd feel obligated to insure them then. They
will continue to stay on the walls, as they are just another
part of the house.”’


















