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THE HUME HOME

1Y HARH WM

This elegamt Victorian building is
located on three acres of well-

groomed  grounds at the corner of

Lakeshore Dr. and Southern
Avenue. The home was bmlt and
equipped in the early 1900's by
one of Muskegon's outstanding
citizens, Thomas H. Hume, M
Hume felt the need of a place to
provide a home like atmosphere for
older  adults After  smdying
retirement  homes around the
country, Mr. Hume modeled his
after one in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
The first matron {Adnunistrator)
was from that home as well.

Formal dedication of the home was
held on May 7, 1912, The
dedication sermon was given by

Rev. Archubold Hadden, Pastor of

the First Congregational Church,
and the building was consecrated by
Rev. William Galpin, Rector of St
Paul's Episcopal Church.

The Hume Home was established as
a non-profit charitable organization
whose mission has been 10 provide
quality care in a homelike setting,
During the vears Mr, Hume and his
sons were involved. the business
income and expenses were never

THE HUME HOME

revealed, but it was well known that
they often reached into their own
pockets w keep the doors open. In
1920, at the time of Mr. Hume's
death. an endowment of 5160000
was estabhished, Interest from that
fund continues to supplement the
income of the home to this day.

Today, as in 1912, those older adults
62 and up who are no longer able to
live alone, can find comfort and
companionship in this unique health
care facility. Independence is
encouraged and respected, but
assistance with dispensing
medications, bathing or general care
15 readily available.

Until the nmid "70's residents paid a

set fee and wmed over assels in
exchange for lifetime care. Former
trustee (and Rotarian) George
Hansen recalls how he and others
found themselves acting on behalf of
the home as landlords for several
properties in the area. Although rent
by the day, week, or month has
been the policy for over 20 vears,
there are some who continue 1o
believe they have to tum over their
assets upon admission,

In the "80' the fuure of the Hume
Home seemed guestionable. Census
was down and expenses were up.
Then came a visit from THE
MILLIONAIIRE!! Ceterre Trust Co
of St Lows, Mo. notified the
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HUME HOME (Continued)

administrator that 33% of a trust left
by Florence lLewis Hodges CGause
was designated for the Hume Home.
The actual amount was 51.3 Million
Dollars. Tt was never detemined
why Mrs, Gause chose the home;
very little was learmed about her
other than the fact that she was
raised on White Lake, married a
dentist and moved to St. Louis, and
lived rather frugally. Everyone
agreed that it was a very timely pift!
The money was invested in the
Muskegon County Community
Foundation and is currently one of
their largest endowments.

Each year since then major capital
improvement have been made to the
building, beginning with new
windows, roof, resident  room
renavation, exterior lighting, kitchen
and most recently, an entirely new
heating system. Great care has been
taken to preserve the historic nature
of the building during this
modernization process

[n addition, 1991, Old Kent Bank of
Grand Haven petitioned Kent
County  Probate  Court  for
permission 1o distribute the assets of
a fund set up in 1902 by Edward
McDaonell with $2000 for perpetual
care of the gravesite in Oakwood
Cemetery where he and his wife
were buried. The terms of the
agreement stated that if the trust
terminated the proceeds would be
given to a home for the aged in
Muskegon County for the care of
‘indignant’ women' Having assured
the judge that consideration would

even be given for some indignant

men, the trust - totaling $48,000 -
was awarded to the Hume Home.
Llach May, the administrator
tenderly places fresh Mowers in the
urns al the two graves

I'he Hume Home is a significant
part of Muskegon's heritage.

Visitors are invited to drop in
anytime to view the lovely dining
room with its round oak tables,
chandelicrs and silver tea service, to
walk past the broad staircasc
through the halls lined with rich oak
doors, to stop in parlors to admire
the beautifully carved fireplaces and
antique furnishings, or to just sit for
awhile in the brightly decorated sun
porches where one can admire the
spacious green lawn. Come on in -
vou'll be delightTully surprised!

THANK-YOU!
The Muskegon Heritage Association
wishes to thank Chuck Tindall for his
generous contribution of Trim and
Molding last month. We appreciate 1t
and will make good use of 1t.

BARB WENK, GUS KARIS AND GIL BUCKLEY
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