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WHAT'S A WANIGAN"

About a week before the Great
Lumbeartown Music Festival began, MHA
members and Lumberown Festival membears
jpined forces and carpentry skills in putting
together a cook shack from the lumbering
days known as a wanigan. This was used on
log drives down the Muskegon River during
thi lumbaring era 1o house the cook’s shalter
and to float supplies and the cookhouse 1o
areas where the lumbermen worked.

Saveral spelling variations have been
found on the word "wanigan.” The latter is
the one we preler, bul it's been spelled
"Wannigan® and "Wangan® alse. Does
anyena in our reading audience know what it
meani, or whera the word came from?
(Perhaps it's an Indian word?)

Construction of the raft began near the
watar's adge al Heritage Landing at the end
of Minth 51. The wanigan logs cama fram a
reforestation project (planied in 1941-42),
carried out by the Muskegon Conservation
Club. The pine logs were cut down in May
1886, giving them ample drying time. The
structure was built over a week's period in
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Prosident Fred Wilder, rolfng logs across lags lo begin
wanigan consiruction.

by Monica Archer

evaryone's spare time. 2 x 12 sleapers
(planks) were lag serewed perpendicular
into the logs and another fayer of 2 x 12
planks were attached criss-crossing them,
making a sturdy ficor. The cook shack was
built toward the back end of it, with a cotton
canvas larp tightly siretched over its 1op to
sarve as a roof. When it was completed, the
wanigan was lowed over 1o the wos! side of
Hartshorn Marina near the Lumbertown
shopping complex.

On Saturday and Sunday, July 4th and
5th, the Greatsr Muskegon Area Jaycoaes
served a pancake breakiasi, complete with
sausages and beverage. || was cooked and
sarved right aboard tha wanigan, and picnic
tables ware sel Up around the area. Cuite a
crowd showed up to exparience “eating Ike a
lumberjack.”

The wanigan is now in the hands of the
Muskegon Conservation Club. However,
MHA and the Lumberiown Festival members
have plans 1o build another wanigan for next
year, a more versatile struclure that can be
1aher| apan and used every year.
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J'I lock 20 logs 1o .ma-.ﬁe e warigan a 20" x 30
SFUEhine.

Landrg, near thae ond af Ninth St

.Wamgan conslrughon fook place at Heritage

The firsl morning of the breakiast, on
July 4th, a boat was observed anchoring
nexl to the wanigan. Two individuals

slepped out and orderad two breakiasts lo
go! Who knows? Maybe next year we'll
provide a drive-up boat service!

The compleled wanigan - walling 1o serve a

lumbogack’s broakfast.

i‘ha Gm:amrHu:J-cagnn J.:}m:
copked and served bisakfas! on he wamiga.

Many peaple enjeyed the wanigan breakiast
ar the Hartshom Masina
























