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A plece of Muskegon's industrial
heritage has been preserved, thanks (o a
man from Califormia. E. Pope Coleman,
owner of the Corliss Steam Engine on
display in the MHA building. was in the
area in July and siopped by our offices
to see the steam engine. The last lime
he laid eyes on it. the Corliss was
nothing but a rusty, scized-up piece ol
machinery that no one wanted.

The Corliss Steam Engine came
from the Breneman building (formerly
Stewart-Hartshorn Window Holler
Faclory) and was once a primary source
of power for the booming little plant.
When Breneman's declded 1o leave
Muskegon in the early 1980s and
relocaie In Middlebury, Indiana,
something had to be done with the
bulky, antiquated steam englne.

Charles Judd was President of
Breneman's at the time and he
conlacied several people about
acquiring it Lo save on costs of moving
it. And thus begins a slory of an old
ateam engine, with a lot of Muskegon
history behind it, that no one was
inlerested In and it carrled a lack of
empathy from area people. 1is fate was
at the mercy of a series ol twisled evenls
that saved it from slipping through local
hands and leaving the Muskegon area.

“Charles Judd was a good [riend of
mine,” began Coleman. “About 20 years
ago we'd gone oul on the Della Queen
Steam Boat and discussed the nostalgic
spunds it made. Eventually we gol on
the subject of steam engines.”

Judd teld Coleman that he had an
old engine and power house in
Muskegon which was no longer in use
and nobody seemed Lo want it My next
trip north, 1 visited the Breneman plant
o look it over. 1 was awestruck by its
sizel” exclaimed Celeman. °It was a
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Corlise with the valve’s mechanism on
the outside. The kinetic device would be
visually exciting o scc running as
opposed Lo other kinds when you see
Just the piston nmning in and oul.

“At this time urban renewal was
taking place in Cincinnati, Ohio, where |
resided then. | had ldecas of making
eleciricity for the parks being bullt
along the river front, so people could see
how electricity gotl there, Instead of this
magical way of flipping a swilch!”
laughed Coleman.

A rigger was coniacted locally and
gave Coleman an estimate on what if
would cost to dismantle it here and haul
it down to Ohio. “It would've cost almost
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my entire yvear's Income!” Coleman
sighed.

Conscguently, other routes were
consldered. Things were taking shape
with the Smithsonian and the people at
Creenfield Village in Dearborn, Ml to
collect ideas on how to resurrccl this
*dead” stcam engine. Coleman's dream
was lo display Il In a working capacity,
not as a motionless showplece. Bul,
Interest was difficult to generate.

“During my first irip to Muskegon, 1
soon realired that industrial history was
tmporlant to the way people used to
make a living. The labor lorce was
invisible and of no Interest, and it
infuriated me. If vou ever did hear about
industrial history. iL only Involved the
millionaires. With all those
considerations in mind, hislory of labor,
history of work and a viable working
machine, these were facets that [ wanted
to Incorporale logelher.” explained
Coleman.

So while In Muskegon Coleman
looked through the phone book for
historical societies. Aller only a few
phone ealls, it surprised him that no one
else shared his interest or enthusiasm.

*A lot of industrial history was
thrown away,” Coleman remarked.
“Indusiry never stored things In thelr
attics. Except this old steam engine that
was too big to throw away. Otherwise it
wouldn't have been here as they
contlinually medernized their
equipment.”

One of the company rumors was
that Stewart-Hartshorn [ bought it in
Chicago at an industrial expedition
before the lurn of the century. [t was a
showpiece that he bought off the floor.
Vietor Thampson, former Administrative
Manager for Brencman's, recalled
hearing a plant rumor that the Corliss
came from the 1893 World's Fair,
There's even been speculation that
perhaps the Corliss was manufactured
here in Muskegon, as it resembles the
Franklin-Corliss. However, no paper
work or manual to provide additional

(Continued on page 2)
























