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An early dellvery truck.
It says "SAY IT WITH FLOWERS."

Driver unknown.

In faded print below their name
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Louls Wasserman, Sr. (in back) in

his first greanhouse. Year is
uncertain, bul could be sometime
after tha turn of the century.

OLD AREA BUSINESS STILL "BLOOMING"

Louis Wasserman Sr. was known as
an asiute gardener and lailor. His years in
the Muskegon area gained him a well-
earned reputation and high pinnacle of
both professions.

That was over one hundred years
ago, though. Louis and his wite Amelia
emigrated from Germany and seltled in
Muskegon where he was a tailor by trade in
the old counlry, Gardening was a hobby
anc his back-yard flowars were admired by
many pecple who ollered to buy them.

This spurred an idea 10 open &
greenhouse on the corner of Irwin and
Terrace where Amelia sold her husband's
flowers. Thus, Wasserman's Flower Shop
was born in the Spring of 1880. They
began with ore greenhouse and by 1925
when they sold and relocated next 1o the
newly constructed Regent Theatre, they
hac expanded 1o 8 greanhouses.

Louis and Amelia's son William, was

by Monica Archer

i

the second generation owner. He officially
took over the business in 1925 at their new
location. The thealre had the building built
for rental purposes and to accommodate
them., They were the only tenants other
than offices. By 1921, Wiliam and
Margaret Wassarman's 18 year old son
Louis, {named after his Grandfather) began
amployment in the family business as a
delvery boy.

“The shop's entrance was off
Wastern Avenue and was inconvenient,
especially when we had to unload flowers
trucked in. They were caried downstairs in
the basement. Parking was occasionally a

problem on Wesiern Avenue for our
suppliers to drop off their shipments, as i
was a busy street.” Louis recalled

The Depression years had an
adverse effect as many struggied to eke
out a living. Consequenily, the family
almosl lost the flower shop. “Flowers wara
a luxury item during WWII, cut they were
ane of only a lew ilems that WWERE NOT
rationed,” he explained.

Louis spent three years in the army
and oecame he third generaion owner in
1940. W.:th the advenlt of a healthier
economy after the war, many people could
once again afford the ostentatious floral
arrangemanis

Louie’'s memories of long ago
provide a fascinating focinole o the
ﬂlreaady extragrdinary history of Muskagon

*l remember when lhe urns were
panted and delivered by horse and buggy
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