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MUSKEGON HOTEL
Beginning & End

The vear 191 3 was notable for many sales of real estate,
the building of new homes and improvement to others.

The first boulevard lights were placed on Western
Avenue, A new company was formed 1o revive sentiment for
league baseball and there was much talk and dreams of
having a baseball diamond on the lakefront.

The city engineer prepared plans for a park to be
located on lakefront opposite the Union Depot, west of Sixth
Street, which would be large encugh for a league ball
diamond. tennis courts, picnic tables and other features. The
estimated cost was 335,000, The lake frontage would he 300
feer and ground would be made by filling in for 600 feet owt
in lake and enclosed by sheet piling.

4 second good hotel was needed and Ono Loescher
bought property on Western Avenue opposite the depot. and
had a hotel built there in the latter part of [Y13 and early
1914, Alex Pottier had a restaurant near S1xth and Western
(Haf Olson had a two-stery building next to it where pianos,
organs, musical merchandise and sewing machines were sold
and the Olson family lived above the store

In nuddle of December, 1913 the three-story building
being erected by Mr Loescher was nearing completion and an
clectric sign was displayed o front with name Hotel
Muskegon on it. The hotel was opened for business February
26, 1914 with William Duquette as manager.

Eighty rooms were scheduled when completed but only
50 were ready al opening. A bowling alley was being
installed in the basement and a dinning room on the ground
Noor which would accommodate 300 at banquets. [n August,
1915 George Woodcock had taken a 10-vear lease for
operation of the hotel

A newspaper account said the new hotel featured up-to-
date amenities m every guest room, ncluding hot and cold
running water, a telephone and elecrric lights,

Sunday moming. January 29, 1928, fire swept through
the hotel and drove 30 people out into near-zero weather.
Seven of them were local people. The loss on building and
contents amounted to more than fire loss for the entire year of
1927, In May, 1928 work of rebuilding the hotel began,

Ed. Note: The hotel was rebutlt with only two stories
which made a major change 1o the facade.

Mhe current owner of the property. Grand Haven
developer Murry Swifiney, removed the existing front portion
of the hotel during May and June 2008

Source of information for this article
Muskegon Chronicle February 16, 1952
Muskegon Chronicle May 8, 2008


















