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AREA HAS LINK WITH UNDERGROUND RAILROAD

by Georgia Tuxbury

The recent interest in our area's
history has brought aboul a
significant discovery - al the mouth
of White Lake there was once an
estahlished “station’” of the
Underground Railroad, where two
greal  humanitarians, Abner aod
Mary Hennett assisted runaway
slaves on the road to freedom.

During the period batween 1840
and 1860, slaves were desperalely
allempling lo reach Canada and
freedom, in spite of the dangers in
the journey. The ‘“railroad” was
actually a complex lransporlation
system, utilizing all available modes
of travel, organized o aid Negroes
along the way.

From north of the Ohio River
there were many abolitionists who
became “operators” or “conductors”
al “stations’”, which were actually
private homes. These Negro
sympathizers received the refugees,
hid them. fed them and conducted

them to the next station en roule lo
freedom,

Michigan was a haven for slaves,
second only w Canada, regarding
securily. There was considerable
abolitionis! sentiment among
residents of the state and [itle
cooperalion was shown hunters of
runaway slaves, in spile of the fact
that the law was on the slave
hunters’ side.

In Michigan there were 47 such
slations, opermting outside the law,
most of them located in the eastern
parl of the state. ;"'L|lhuuﬂh the vast
majority of conductors were white,
and in many cases Quakers, a black
conductor was of major importance
because slaves trusted and were
comfortable with members of their
OWT Tace.

It was in the White Lake area, in
the selllement called “the Mouth”
that Abner and "Auntie” Benneil
established a station where
hundreds of ex-slaves were shuitled
1o freedom,

In 1840 there WELEe
approximately 400 Negroes in
Michigan; the Bennells were the
only members of their race in lhe
area. Abner Hennelt had himself
been a slave, freed, because of his
ability and integrity. by President
Polk. Hiz wife, also a freed slave,
moved with him [rom Washinglon
to Michigan. Abner Benneil. a lay
preacher, brought religion to the
area and  established the first
Methodist Church. “Auntie” was a
midwife, & nurse, and a [riend 1o
everyone in the settlement.

Their home, nestled in the dunes
and away from the road, was ideal
as an underground station. Runaway
slaves came by boal and by fool o
the Bennell home where they were
given food and shelter and then
spiritedd away in the darkness to
another station further along the
road o freedom.

The couple, themselves highly
respecied, received the cooperation
of neighbors in their highly maral
but illegal endeavor. It was because
uf this cooperation and the
dedication of the Bennetts that their
station was able to move hundreds
of former slaves to safety during
pre-Civil War days.

The Underground Railroad is
said to have been one of the major
forces which brought aboul the Civil
War and the eventual end 1o the
system from which men and womaen
tried so hard o escape. Residents of
our area can be proud of their link
in Black History to the significant
Underground Railroad. -












