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FOR A NEW MUSKEGON:

HISTORIC HOME AWARDS

The Muskegon Chronicle, as
part of its community pride pro-
ject, recently joined forces with
the efforts of the Muskeogn
Heritage Association to promote
area preservation of historic
homes. Twenty-five award plagues
will be presented annually. The
distinctive plaques will be
specifically awarded to structures
and not to individuals, and they
will remain the property of MHA.

MNearly a year of research was
included in the effort to initiate
this program. MHA waorked
closely with Grand Rapids’
Heritage Hill group and has
adopted many of their
guidelines. Heritage Hill started
their program by selling house
plagues for $5.00 requiring only
membership in the organization
and a well maintained house. But
several houses were approved
that were borderline and there
was no system for retrieval if the
home fell out of qualification. In
a letter 1o MHA, Joyce L.
Makinen, one of the co-
ordinators of the program from
the beginning, confided to MHA,
“"You may wish to make some
type of regulation as to where
the plague is placed. We have

By Dan Banta

W

MUSKEGON
HERITAGE
HOME

BT B T

o O b & mauiine =te =s is a1 asgn

one on a tree!”” Two years ago,
Heritage Hill took on the task of
improving their system and their
awards appear on some of the
finest residences in the G.R.
Historic District.

MHA hopes the awards will in-
spire more visible restoration of
our city’s historic homes. Plagues
will not be awarded on the basis
of popularity or involvement in
the Association. The thorough
list of guidelines should prove to
educate homeowners on the
itens considered valuable during
renovation (see insert). The
Chronicle has provided financial
assistance for production of the

plaques, and MHA will be in
charge of the award program.

AMAZON
BUILDING
UPDATE

At the February 25, 1982, meeting
of the Michigan History Commission,
the Amazon Building was recommend-
ed for inclusion on the MNational
Register of Historic Places. An in-depth
review by the National Advisory Coun-
cil on Historic Preservation is the next
and final step before this historic
Muskegon landmark becomes a perma-
nent part of the National Register.

This recognition of the Amazon
Building not only provides yet another
source of pride for Muskegon
residents, but certain federal financial
incentives are available to the owners
rehabilitating the structure. Briefly
25% of the rehabilitation cost could be
credited against the owners” Federal
tax liahility! This incentive, created as a
result of the 1981 Economic Recovery
Act, is just now being recognized as a
significant incentive to rehabilitate
historic and architecturally significant
proparties.

If you have questions regarding this
nomination or tax incentives available
for rehabilitating historic properties,
feel free to contact Rick Chapla - Direc-
tor of City Flanning, 726-3111.












