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MHA TO HOST 1983 HISTORICAL CONFERENCE

By Dan Banta

Imagine walking into a hotel that has
been restored to the alegant splendor
of the date it was built,.., 1902, Such
was the experience for four represen:
tativas from MHA as they attended the
spring meeting of the West Central
Michigan Regional History Consertium
in Greenville Mey 16, The site was the
Winter Inn, a renovated hotel listed on
the National Registar of Historic Places
in 1980. Surrounded by etched and
stainad glass windows, decorative
wooden millwork, polished brass rail-
ings, hardwood floors and Victorfan
celling lamps, Consortium  delegates
spent the morning studying technigues
for more effective newsletter publica
tion, Prior to lunch, hotel officials led
the group in a tour of the thres-story
structure, At one point, a guide pointed
to a brown beer bottle an a shalf which
said “'bottled in Muskegon, Mickigan."
The third story of the hotel has not
undergong renovation yet. Surprisingly
enaugh, it looked a grest deal like the
rough present interior of the Lakeview
Hotel. A Federal arent provided funds
necessary to restare the building.
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Tha Winter Inn in Greenville was listad on the
Mational Registar of Histeric Places in 1980

After lunch, the group was treated 1o
a tour of the Flat River Histarical
Museum, As on impressive tributa to
the Bicentennial a few years ago,
Greenville history buffs jomed in a suc-
cessful fund drive te expand the
museum to provide fer 12 period
rooms. These were constructed to por
tray life styles of the early settlers and
show visitors some of the prablems en-

countered in developing the area,

The Consortium was established to
initiate better communication batwean
area historical groups. Zeeland
volunteered for the fall meeting, The
Muskegon Heritage Association will
host the 1983 spring conference with
a theme of "'Historic Preservation, '
Some forty delegates attended the
spring meeting in Greenville,

SALE RAISES FUNDS
FOR LAKEVIEW WINDOWS

The big Rummage Sale of May 13-74
was an all-around success for MHA.
First of all the members of MHA
responded to the call for donation of ar-
ticles which could be sold: the com-
pleta haby crib, electric train set, many
pieces of furniture including mattress
and springs, dishes, pans, plants,
books, pictures, old postcards, very
good clothing, and on and on. By sale
date the ole Firebarn was hursting at
the seams.

Then Mother Nature really
cooperated and provided two ideal
days in mid-May. Even ths weather
man’s predicted ‘‘scattered rain
showers"” for the second day of our
sale must have gone somewhere else
far by mid-morning the cashier had 1o
move inside to escape the heat.

The customers came, they browsed
and they bought the merchandise, The
final tally showed sales of $1,300.00
with a fina assortmant of items remain-
ing for our next rummage sale. All this
has been neatly stored away to awail
the next sale date.

President Gil Buckley has designated

the funds from this Hummage Sale for
replacemant of the broken windows in
the Lekeview Hotel and the Hathaway Buil-
ding on Western Avenue. The first priori-
Ly is the lobby of the Lakeview Hotel so
that the work créws can push ahead and
continue renovation of the office space.
By the tme this issug “is in the mail’’ the
major glass work should be completed
and one small portion of West Westem
Avenua should be a little improved.

A successful operation is not the pro-
duct of one person but is the final result
of a group working together. Still a
group needs a leader and Clara Stults
stepped in and took over when illness
forced the sale arganizer to reduce her
volunieer commitments.

MHA sends a big “'Thank You' to
each and every one that participated in
our Spring Rummage Sale.

We want all our members to know
that plans are underway to have a Sum-
mer Sale - probably in mid-July - so
contact the office If you have items to
donate. Location of the sale will be
West Western Avenue in front of the
Lakeview Hotel and Hathaway Building.












