By STEVEN LEE GREGORY

Perhaps there is only ong man who could see an
1877 brick house, ulterly gut it of plaster and lath,
completely replan the intérior, reconsiruct a long-since
destroyed cuppola from the dim memories of men who
remember i1, battle with bureaucracy for the right to
move Lhis house, ultimately move i1, and have it vir-
wally lotally reslored within two years.

Walter Behrens is an even, calm, man--one wno
gives the impression of constant, steady movement,
always forward. This facility for prassing on until the
task is accomplished has insured the success of the
many projects he has taken on, including the restora-

tion of the Torrent House and Hackley Hosa Co. #2.

Wall's steadfast determinalion is clearly apparent in
the story of the Lakey House which now sits on its
new foundation on Western Avenus.

The six-monih drive to allow the house, once lo-
cated on the corner of Third and Muskegon, to be moved
three and one-half blocks Lo a site safe from destruc-
tion began early in 1976. The Behrens faced sethack
afler disappeiniment, which finally ended in a jumbia
of stale red lape. A permit was issued for use in May,
bul by then J. Noeckar's moving equipment had burned
up on another jpb. The move was delayed with tha
belief that having the permit date changed was a rou-
tina matter. Apparently nething is a routine matter for
the state of Michigan, for when the application was
reviewed, it was rejected out of hand. One does not
move brick houses. Period. It was only after the in-
tervention of the Muskegon Heritage Association, who
sponsored the Bicentennial project, and the direct
intercession of Tony Derezinski's office. our State
Senator, that the permission was finally granted. ..
again.
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Walt's wife is no less dedicated to this project than
is the man. After the death of her mother this past
winter, nothing would have pleased Joyce mare than to
stay at home in northern England again. But Walt and
Joyce will make Heritage Village their home. Probably
the more talkative of two very pleasantly conversive
pecple, she loves 1o help her husbhand tell the stories
of their pians for the house. their humorous experiences

on their recent trip to England, and their amazing suc-
cess al bringing an entire service of Royal Dalton
dinnerware on the airlines as carry-on packages! Joyce
has many plans for the interior of the house, and an
herb garden, a common Victorian sight, is planned for
the back yard.
























