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HISTORIC REDEVELOPMENT ON THE LAKEFRONT

This holiday season gives us a
chance to take & brezk, enjoy our
families and recall the progress we've
mads as a civic organization during
1982. The sbove artist's rendering
from a 1973 downtown Muskegon
lakefront planning study projects an
imaginary scene of a crucial portion of
Heritags Village. MHA has refocused
attention on this area of Westemn
Avenue this year because of fis
gtrategic location. and historical
significance.

A major reason for the acceleration
of historic preservation programming in
the 70°s was due o the increasingly
large threat to historic areas posed by
urban renewal development activitias.
The Muskegon Histaoric District was
placed on the National Register on
September 27, 1972, and includes the
fulluwmg buildings and sites: St. Paul's
. The Torrent House,

School .r-‘\c:nmmlstratmr* Bulldlno the
Hackley and Hume Homes, Eme:\r
House Shoppes, YMCA Building,
Amazon Building and Hackley Park.

For the past ten vears, this Historic
District and these buildings have
became essential to downtown plan-
ning efforts. The public, awakened to
the treasure of thesa monuments to our
local posterity, has consistently sup-
ported movements to keep and main-
tain them. The millage approval for
Hackley Library, a new roof for the city-
owned Torrent House, and the pur-
chase of the former women's "Y'
Bullding far the County Museum are &
feww examples of local involvamant.

But the exciting frontier for future
historic  redevelopment continues to
center on the lakefront ares near the C &
O Depot. Our new office in the Lakeview
Hotel places this erganization directly in
the center of this critical area. Ironically,
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the former owner of the Lakeview said
the building was beyond hope when she
had it listed for sale in 1976.

netmsable lack Df prid& in th!s area r.:f
Western Awvenue. Boarded up store-
fronts still clutter the strip. But with
careful attention 10 the details of
physical appearance such as trees,
landscaping and the care and crafts-
manship in the details of the buildings
will bring new attention and possible in-
vestment in the area. With these
physical improvements will come the
biggest benefit of all. people...shop-
pers, sightseers and workers. In one
word, revitalization.

Decreased construction dug to in
creased interest rates has finally led to
adaptive reuse of existing structures.
Sparkling examples of this trend are
twao dramatic announcements racently
released. Stanley Whittaker's %5
million waterfront complex will make
use of most of the existing Breneman
Buildings to house a collection of shops
and restaurants he plans for the site. A

December Chronicle story announced,
“'one wing of the main building, with its
ﬂletrnctwe Hew England brlck desagn,

restaurant. Anthue facro"y' arllf'r"! —
will be kept, refurbished and used as a
theme for the decor throughout the
building.”

The Schreider Group of Ann Arbor
just announced its plan for a $3.7
million investment in the old YMCA
Building for use as urban apartment
units. The new owners promised to
restore the original look to the historic
strueture wherever passible, including
the old tile enclosed swimming poaol.

Such projects serve as positive an-
chors for the continued emphasis and
development of Heritage Village as a
tourist area. Over 4,500 visitors viewed
tha Hackley and Hume homes during
twa holiday tour weekends this year.
The Emery House Shoppes were alive
with Christmas shoppers. MHA will
cantinue to seek improvemants and at-
tractions to the area during 1983.













