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Tree Trimming and
Tree Removal

Montgomery Property
487 W, Clay Avenue
When Muskegon Herilage Association

became the owner of the Montgomery
property located at 487 W. Clay Avenue,
our President, Bill Wright, established
the Montgomery Property Committee.
The committee members are listed as
follows:

Greg Borgman

Ray Hilt

Terry MacAllister

Kent McFaden

Fred Wilder

Bill Wright

The agenda for the first meeting listed

a number of items to consider. One of
which was on (he: "Short Term” list:
Thinning, the trees and removing the
dead branches/trees.

Our meeting location was Terry
MacAllister's home, almost directly
across the alley from the subject

property. The committee walked across
the alley and was able (o view, first
hand, and discuss how best to
accomplish this tree work. [ volunteerad
to obtain a quote from Berson's Tree
Service. Our meeting was held the
evening of October 3rd and on Saturday
6 October T walked the property with
Bruce Berson. He provided an estimate
for; removal of 3 trees and removal of
the dead tree limbs shading MHA'S
Victorian light on the alley at a cost of
$1.350.00.

We discussed stump removal by
grinding for the 3 trees to be cut down
and | ask for a separate estimate. The
reason for this work being priced
separately was due to the fact that Bruce

suggested that our committee consider
having that work done when the
replacement home is moved to the site,
Grinding only reduces the stump to about
one foot below the surface of the ground.
When the property is being prepared to
receive the new house heavy cquipment
(excavators) will be digging a basement
and can remove the whole stump.
Therefore, I took an estimate of $295.00
for grinding in addition to the previously
noted $1,350.00 to the MHA Board
meeting held on October 11.

The MHA Board discussed the two bids
and deceided to fund the major tree work
and not to do the stump grinding.  The
drawing is a copy of the Montzomery
property as shown in the Sanborn Map
Co., Vol.l map beok in the MHA office.
The notations I made in order to locate
approximately, where the tree service
action would take place relative to the
original location of house and parage.

The one live tree that was removed (pic
#1) was accomplished for two reasons.
First of all the limbs of this tree were
mainly above the communications cables
(ielephone, and TV) that are located on the
north side of the alley. In addition, the tree
is & "leaner” and the owner of the Emery
Homse had remarked to me that should the
tree come down it would probably damage
the Emery House parage (pic #1 & 2},

Please note in Pic #3 there are plywood
sheets laid on the ground. Following the
demolition of the house and garage, the
house basement was destroved and the
garage concrzte floor was broken up so
that both could be hauled away. Then fill
sand was trucked in and finally the ground
was leveled.

In order to get the truck with the bucket
as well as the truck with the chipper on the

property plywood had to be positioned so fﬁﬁmhaﬂ‘f

these pieces of equipment did not sink into e i
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The reason for the trimming of branches
from above and around MIA's Victorian
light (Pic #3) were two fold. First these
branches were  mainly above the
communication cable. In addition, the
light fixture was so covered by the
branches the light provided wvery little
illumination in o small area around the

light base, MNow the light provides
excellent illumination at the east end of the
alley.

Everything worked as planned with all
major work completed on October 22nd,
Final ecleanup was accomplished on
October 23 with the removal of all the
large pieces of the big dead oak.

If vou haven't driven in the area lately,
make it a "drive by' of Fifth Street and Clay
Avenue just to check on how visible that
comer of Heritage Village is at night.

Fred Wilder
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