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DONATION OF CHASE BROTHERS PIANO

A second Chase Brothers piano has
been donated o MHA, The first piano was
donated in 1286 by Mr. and Mrs. Mark Bliven
of Shepard, Michigan. This Upright Grand
was manufactured in Muskegon bul has a
"Grand Rapids™ cast frama for the wires. Tha
latest addition was manufacturad in
Muskegon but has the name "Chicago &
Muskegen® in gold leitering on the front of
the piano. The frama has "Muskegon®
Imprinted In the casting. We wish to thank
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Bayrle for the lales!
addition which iz on display in the MHA
office.

A short history of the Chasa Brothars
Piano Gompany as wrillen in "Romance of
Muskegon® follows.

First of the companies brought to
Muskegon in 1889 through the Board of

U
Ty

An aarly skeich of the Chase Hrozx. Plano
Faclory.

by Fred Wilder

Trade was the Chase Brothers' Piang
Company. This firm had baean started 20
vears before al Richmond, Indiana, but for
fiva years has been located al Grand
Rapids. The Muskegon organizalion was
completed September 11, 1889 and
5175,000° capital was paid in. The
slockholders included the four Chase
brothers of Grand Rapids and sight
prominent Muskegon Capitalists. M.
Chase was elacted prasident; C.T. Hills,
vice president; LLE. Chaze, secratary; anc
Thomas Hume, treasurer.

In Movember, 1884, the old Roger's mill
dock at Lakeside was selected as the site of
tha piano factory, as il provided ample
grounds for buildings and lumbar yards.
Across the stresl was a 14 acre traci
belonging to A.V. Mann, which also was
available for lumber piling. Gitizens cf the
gighth ward raised $2,000 as an addilional
bonus for the factory. A four story building
was than eracted along Lakeshore Drive,
with a high tower over the main entrance on
Chase Strest. The plant was completed and
oparations started in 1890.

The Chase Brothers Piano Company
suffered seriously during the hard times ol
the nineties, and in May, 1893, it was
reorganized as the Chase-Hackley Piano
Company, with paid in stock increased to
$220,000. C.H. Hackley was named
president and B.5. Chase vice-president.
Thomas Hume remained treasurer, but the
position of secretary was fillad by W.H.
Mann. It was hoped the additional capital
would help fo put the business on a paying
basis. The company then enjoyod mora
prosperous days, manufacturing the Chase
Brothers, Hackley and Carlisle pianos until
ghonographs and radios ruined their
business.
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