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Sifting through the pages of 100 year oid
Muskegon Chrenicla’s can be a dalightful
exparience. Nol only for it's editorial
contents, but also the advertisements, as
they anchant modern eyes.

Those somewhat naive, simplistic and
humorous ads viewed on micrefilm at the
Hackley Public Library, seem {o be windows
opening directly on the lime of oor
forefathers. They gave infriguing glimpseas
of the way Muskegon people once lived, the
bodily ailments that consumed them, what
they wora and ate and wanted. The patant
meadical curas, casl-iron stoves, Kerosane
lamps and horse-driven buggies all blend
together in a wonderful lack of
sophistication.

In reading the advertisements of ona's
time, one quickly learns to build up an
immunity against their parsuasions. Thus,
it's only logical 1o conclude that Grandma
and Grandpa did the same thing, being
ragularly bombarded by Lydia E. Pinkham's
Cure-Alls, Old Sachem Bitters or the likes of
Wigwam Tonic.

Advertising in print form has relative
curability, as it can be preserved in libraries
tor subseguent examination at our own fime
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and pace. Whereas, radio and telavision
advertising disappears with the spaad of
alectromagneatic wavas.

The newsepaper advertising of past
yaars is a ravealing record of social history.
We are able to trace the riza and fall of fads
and crazes,changing interests and tastes in
foods, eclothes and amusements; an
informing pancrama of life as it was onca
lived.

With the holiday glow of the Yulatide
Spirit hovering over each of us, the
distinclive Christlmas advertising of early
Muskegon is a welcome retreal from Lhe
unrestrained adverlising industry in our
presanl limes. 5o lel's um back the clock
10 a century ago and imagine ourselvas
making a Ghrisimas list of the wares offarad
by our early marchants that advertised in the
December 1880 issues of the Muskegon
Chroniclea. (Scme ads are odited and

condensed for space, but spalled oxactly as
they were printad,

“TC CHRISTMAS SHOPPERS- Beiore
buying your toys, dolls, gamas, books, ete.,
don'i forget to see our assorimeant and get
our prices. which are by far lhe lowesl." --
New York Tea House, 22 E. Western Ave.

"GRAND DISPLAY OF CHRISTMAS
FRESENTS AT: L.B. Glover & Co's. Drug
Store, 279 Wastern Ave. corner of 7th St.°

"H.D. BAKER, THE BOOKSELLER, has
mada a deep cut in tha prices of Holiday
Books, Albums. Fancy Goods, Dressing
Cases, Desks, Shaving Sats, Writing Seis,
Work Boxes, Biblez, Hymnals, etc. etc.
Don't buy a Gent's worth until you have
examined his stock and noted Holiday
Bargains!"

"GREAT CLEARING SALE- $50,000
warth of Dry Goods, Notions & Millinery
Goods must be reduced! Carriago Hobes,
Ladies and Gentlemen’s Scarlet Underwear
al B2 1/2¢, Ladies White or Grey Jarsay
Vests- from 23¢ up, Black Dress Silks at
actual cost, Beaver Shawls- at 1/2 price.
Holiday goods suitable for presents for
averybody-- Handkerchiefs- 3¢ 1o 58 aa.,
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