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Muskegon residenis have heard many
stories about Charles H. Hackley and
Thomas Hume but what about the
contributions of Winficld Scott Gernsh?
You say vou have heard the name but really
cannot connact W. 5 Gemsh vath the
lumbering history of this area. Let me
amempt 1o present through the medium of
selected articles and excerpis the major
contributions this man made during his
short life of 33 years.

I'll open by esing an excerpt form
"Romanee of Muskeson” by Alice Prescott
Kyes (pg 83).

The value of the log depended greatly on
its proximity to streams flowing into the
larger rivers and their tnbutaries. If timber
was a few miles back 1t was naturally
worihless  However, this state of affairs
was changed along in the seventies when
W. 5. Gerrish imrpdeced the logging
railroad. e built his railroad from the rver
bank into the surrounding timber, and
instead of the logs being hauled from the
woods to the nver, they were hauled to the
railroad and taken to the niver bank by train
This wasa revolution in logging operations
and made available a large gquantily of
timber previously considered too far
removed frem the rivers to be worth
 cutting,

Mow on to the "meat and pofatoes” 5o to
speak, of the life of W, 8. Germrish. Buried
in the booklet "Michigan’s White Pine
Era"by Rolland H Maybee (pgs 37 -4l isa
very good outline of how Gemish came to
develop his logging railroad.

THEN CAME THE RAILROADS

A Transportation Revolution struck the
Greal Lakes lumbering region late in the
1870's, which continued to gain force
during the next thirty years. This revolution
permitted year-around logging, summer as
well as winter, without dependence upon
snow and ice alone.

The forest monarchs fell with shattering
foree as new methods speeded up the tempo
of destruction. Year-round cutting operied
a new peried of the slaughter of the forests
Mo lenger were only the large trees cuton a
selective hasis  Literally evervthing went
down at the mercy of the saw. Partially cut-
over areas were cut over agam and cleaned
up onee and for all tme.  Vast arcas of
untouched timber, five to ten miles or more
back from & logging stream, were opened up
to systematic cutiing on a ake-everything
basis. All this was made possible because a
voung man, a log jobber in Clare County
named Winfield Scott Garish, saw a new
type of engine. He gotan idea and put it to
wiork

Like so many prominent Michigan
lumbermen, the Garrish family came from
Maine. At the age of twelve lus famaly
moved from Wisconsin in to  Croton
Township, Mewnyge County, north of
Grand Rapids. His father, Nathaniel L
Gammish (later of Cadillac), was a2 born-and-
bred lumberman

Al the age of eighteen, in 1867, Gerrish
took his first contract to "put in logs" on the
Muskegon River, where he continued to
aperate dunng the rest of his life. Later, he
took a big confract as jobber for the firm of
Avery and Murphy. The logs were banked
into Doc and Tom Creek, a small tributary
of the Muskegon, west of Hersey. This
creek was named  after two famous
Muskegon lumbermen, Delos  (Doc)
Blodgett and Thomas E. Stinson. The job
proved to be most difficult that ssason
Lack of sufficient water to float the logs in
so tiny a creek caused numerous delays and
set backs, However, wilh remarkable
ingenuity and perseverence the contract
was completed with satisfaction,

During the next two years, new
opportunities unfolded.  With John L
Woods, he became a part owner of a twelve

thousand acrc tract of pine on the upper
Muskegon,  With another associate he
purchased a large tract in Township 18
North, Range 5 West, in Clare County,
hetween lake George and the Muskegon
River Then. in the summer of |876, he
took tame off Trom busy logging operations
to attend the preat Centennial Exposition at
Philadelphin. While there he was fascinated
by a small Baldwin locomotive. Was this
the answer to the loggers' dream of a more
dependable device than the sleigh for
hauling logs? Perhaps this was just the kind
of iron horse to haul the logs without
dependence upon snow.

Returning to Michigan, he resolved 1o
build a small steam .railroad for logging
purposes alone, to link haldings in the Lake
CGeorge area with the Muskegon River six
miles away. A company under his
leadership was formed with six men us
stockholders and £75,000 of capital stock.
Some $50,000 was paid in to finance the
undertaking. In  October, 1876, the
enterprise was begun amid boos from other
loggers who thought the venture a foolish
undertaking, Few loggers, indeed,
considered it worthwhile to seek a vear-
round method of transporting lops.

during the season of 1877 were strugpling
with the worst sleighing conditions n a
decade, the peppy little Gerrish line alona
succeeded in putting most of the logs that
were banked into the Muskezon Riverthat
SEA501.

The Lake George and Muskegon River
Railroad when completed cost $38,390 and
consisted of two H K. Porter Company
locomotives and fifty logging cars. During
that first season of operation the Gerrish
Road carried 11,227 tons of logs at the rate
of one-half million board fect per day.
While other loggers  The brillhant success
of the Lake George Railroad created a
sensation 1n the lumber trade. During its












