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The Zemke House

On Movember 6, 2002 the Muskegon
Heritage Association and the Hackley
Heritage Association “sold” the Zemke
House (504 W. Clay Ave. ) to the
Muskegon County Museum for the
nominal price of § 1.00.

It was almost 2 years to the day that
MHA and HHA took possession of the
home located immediatly east of the
Firebarn Museum and watched over the
the property while the Muskegon
County Muscum planned for it’s future,

The Museum's Executive Director,
John McGarry, presented a conceptual
plan for the Zemke House to the

Muskegon County Commissioners, to
the Muskegon City Commission and to
the Community Foundation for
Muskegon County which would
rencovate the home to the mid - 1930z
time period. Since these presentations
took place in early 2002 there was
sufficient time to organize the details
and flesh out the overall approach 1o
stabilizing the house as well as defining
the source of funds 1o start the multi -
year project.

With assistance and backing of the
Community Foundation for Muskegon
County - - - John was able to obtain a
£50,000 grant toward the initial work,
Then in short order three private don-
ations for a total of 348,000 were

forthcoming which provided sufficient
funding to move the project from the
planning phase to the action phase.

On the day following the Museum’s
acquisition of the property the Deitz
House Moving Engincers started work
to lift the structure off it's old
foundation walls, Within a week the
house rested on steel | - beams (which
were supported by wooden cribs) and
the basement was cleared of all
concrete, cement blocks, bricks and
other debris.

By early December the company
doing the footing econstruction had
installed the forms, assembled the
reinforcing and poured the concrete
footings for the new basement walls. If
our winter weather holds off for another
2 or 3 weeks the basement walls will be
constructed and the house lowered to

it’s new foundation.  Centinwed on page 2
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