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MHA Accomplishments Past and Present

[t is important to all organizations
to periodically look back to see what
they have accomplished over the years
and 1o look ahead 10 see what their
poals and objectives are for the future.

This article will highlight some of
those accomplishments and will deal
with future goals and priorities

HERITAGE VILLAGE:
“*REBIRTH™ -- REBIRTH OF A
COMMUNITY (1991)

The Muskegon Heritage Association
(MHA) was founded in 1973,
ichartered in 1974} as a non-profit
organization to coordinate and assist in
the historical preservation of an area
known as  “Muskegon  Herilage
Village™” which crosses boundaries of 3

downtown historic distriets,

The establishment of MHA was
an  initial step in  preserving
Muskegon’s heritage- to make the
city’s past a vital part of it’s future.
We encourage preservation  and
restoration  instead of  demolition,
before ocur entire past is gone and
irreplaceable. MHA  has  been
responsible for:

1. Construction of a replica fire
barn, Hackley Hose Co. #2 at 510 W.
Clay Avenue, and operated as a fire
fighters muscum by MHA until 1989
when it was turned over to the
Muskegon County Museum.

2. Renovation of the Carlson
Grocery at Clay and Seventh, now in
private hands.

3. Assisting in the preservation of

the Tomrent House, 315 W. Webster
Avenue, now an annex to the Hackley
Public Library.

4. Renovation of the 1LB.
MeCracken Building (old Lakeview
Hotel), Western and Sixth, now owned
by one business. with two other
business occupants.

5. Restored omate doors of the
Howden House at 452 W, Webster
Avenue.

6. Preservation of the Muskegon
Hotel facade at 601 W. Western
Avenue, now owned by the city.

7. Instrumental in putting a new
roof on the historic C & O Depot on
Western Avenue when it was urgently
needed.

8. Installation of 26 Victorian
style lights in the Heritage Village area.

9. Renovation of the Hathaway
Building and creation of the Muskegon

Industrial Heritage Museum at 561 W.

Western Avenue, which is still growing
and expanding.

10, On-going restoration of the
Truesdell/Hamilton House at 511 W,
Clay Avenue.

The Association has spearheaded
the renovation of 19th Century houses
in the Heritage Village, and has also
turned its sights to restoring Western
Avenue as a commercial/residential
district, capturing the flavor of the
L870's and 1830's,

The MHA office is located in the
Hathaway Building, 561 W. Western
Avenue. The Muskegon Railmad
Historial Society which is located

upstairs in the same building, renovated
their own office space. This non-profit
organization encourages preservation of
prototype railroad equipment and
provides a place for members 1o
construct a railroad museum. MHA
gave them the opportunity and
mssistance to get established and to be
near the old C & O Depot.

TRUESDELL/HAMILTON
HOUSE

The Hamilton House was acquired
by MHA in January 1987. The house
was constructed around 1875 by
pioneer lumberman and business
tveoon, Levi Truesdell. Truesdell first
came to Muskegon in 1855, Lumber
baron Charles Hackley once worked in
his lumbermill. In 1883 Carlion J.
Hamilton purchased the house,
Hamilton was an important lumberman
and industrialist, born in1835 and died
Cetober 30, 1902.

The plans for the house are to
bring the exterior back to the era when
it was first constructed. ltems already
accomplished include removal of the
present siding down to the original
clapboard or beveled siding, which
exposed the original door openings and
trim; removal of the 19200 porch on
the front of the house and a back
bedroom.  Additional projects will
include leveling the house, by jacking it
up and redoing the roof framing; re-
roofing the entire structure and removal
of any other non-original additions.
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