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The Corliss Has Nine Lives

The last time the Corliss steam engine
came lo “life” was about three vears ago
when | was granted permission by MHA
Board of Directors to run the engine. Sol
disconnected the air pipe in the basement,
raised that section of pipe out of the way
and anached a substifute connactor to the
air pipe {above the engine) for the air hose
from the compressor. Yes, our Corliss
engine started and ran for about an hour.

Yes, there were some air leaks at a few
fittings but the Corliss ran as though
nothing unuasal had taken place - justa
long nap.

Then late this summer a young man,
Adam Winters, stopped by one weekend to
see what Muskegon Heritaze Association
Industrial Museum was all about.

Bob Vanderlean, Chairman of our
Museum Commiitee was the tour guide and
Adam became interested.  The more
information including history of the Corliss
that Adam heard, the more Adam belived
the engine could be retumed to operating
condition.

Adam enlisted the help of George
Fukiewicz, owner of Orion Machine, Inc

and two other men familiar with big equip-
ment operations.

They gathered around the engine and
checked it out. The next step was to
lookover the three cylinder compressor and
the 50 hp electric motor in the basement
which was to drive the Corliss at a slow
RPM for demonstration purposes only.

The first big wark project was to make
sure the electric motor/air compressor unit
was properly anchored in the basement.
Adam and a friend. Douglink.(volunteer)

set about building the proper forms for two
concrete bases o secure the electric
motor/air compressor unit o the poured
concrete floor and poured concrete wall.
Additional work was done on all lines and
external fittings.

Mext step by Adam was enlisting the
help of Steve Scott {volunteer) who is an
active member of the Buckley, MI steam
group (south of Traverse City). They
worked at making sure every thing was
ready for starting the Corliss.

Just when everything seemed ready for
electrical power from Consumers Power
Energy, another snag stopped the operation.
Mo electricity to the Consumers meter.

The 50 hp electric motor requires 3
phase power. Investigation by Consumers
Energy personnel found a grounded cable
between the power sole and MHA s meter
mounted on the west side outside wall.

Then just as Consumers Energy was
preparing to replace the electrical cable
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