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Since this is the initial publication of the Muskegon
Heritage Association newsletter “SBOOMER" It Is
incumbent that we look back upon the origin of the
Assoclation for the benefil of many new members.

“& Historic Preservation Survey and Planning
Program” was made for the city of Muskegon in June
of 1973. It was part of the Michigan Statewide
Preservation, Planning and Survey Program admin-
istered by the Michigan Depariment of Natural
Resources and was assisted by a grant from the
Historic Preservation Planning funds appropriated o
tha State of Michigan by the Department of Interior.

The Muskegon Cily planners recognized that other
cities were solving many of their problems of urban
decay by initiating historical preservation move-
ments in their older and deteriorating sections. It
slowed down the decaying process and became an
imporlant factor in the restoration of the downtown
area.

Pursuani to this action, the Muskegon Heritage
Association was founded In 1873 as a non-profit,
educational and research corporation to coordinate
and assist In the historical redevelopment of an area
to be known as “Muskegon's Haritage Village". The
establishment of this group marked the first step in
preserving Muskegon's heritage and to make the
city's pasl a vilal part of its future.

After approximately a year of monthly meetings
chaired by Elizabeth Harryman involving profound
deliberations and dedicated spirit, little progress
was being made due to lhe lack of publicity and
public knowledge of the Association's endeavors
and goals. It became avident to committee members
ihat the Heritage Assoclation, If It was to gel
anywhere, had to establish an |dentity In the
community by whatever means possible.

Consequently a brochure was designed giving
comprehensive [nformalion about the Muskegon
Heritage Association - its purpose, goals, names of
commitiees and their members involved in this
effort, also the need for public interest and
parlicipation in crealing Muskegon's Heritage
Village. Fifteen thousand copies were distributed to
various civic organizations, clubs, schools, church
groups and wherever they would get the greatest
exposure,

I amtimued o Page J7

REPLICA OF LUMBERING ERA FIRE
HOUSE SOON TO BE COMPLETED IN

VILLAGE AREA.
Yes, progress [s being
made! The firelouse
profect, one of the first
to be discussed by mem-
bers of the Muskegon
Heritage Association,
has become a reality.
Muskegon's former No.
2 firestation at Wood and
McLaughlin, about 75
years old, is being dis-
mantled and s fo be
used in part to construct
a replica of a lumbering-
era firehouse in the
Heritage Village. The
building will be located
on the former Turner
properiy next to the
northeast corner of 6th
Street and Clay Avenue.

The picture of the Muskegon Fire Deparimen! Hose
Company No. 2 was laken in lhe 1880's, localed at
the corner ol Websfer Avenue and Seventh Sireel.
The original Hose Company was known as C.H.
Hackley No. 2. In those days the apparafus was
known as hose carls and were all horse-drawn. The

firemen in this picture are John Elfens, the driver,
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