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by Dan Banta,
MHA Vice President

For people frustrated by the
lack of progress in Muskegon,
Muskegon Heritage Association
provides a solid tourist
oriented project that can
happen now to benefit future
generations of this city. The
Corliss Engine display starts
things moving again.

The engine is a large cast
iron. steam operated unit left
behind when Brenenman. Ine.
moved from its Western Ave.
building. To encourage tourism
in Heritage Village, MHA plans
to build a suitable engine house
behind the Lakeview Hotel. The
engine house equipment will
include the appropriate
generator and switchgear plus
boiler and auxillary engine
equipment. This unigue publie
display of Muskegon's
industrial past would mainly
appeal to the men and boys
visiting Heritage,

The timing for undertaking
this project is great. It fits
well with other plans now being
considered. The County
Museum may move into
Heritage Village, The ship Erie
Hackley may be brought to port
here. Cross-lake ferry service
may begin here next summer.
The old Lakeview Hotel is
undergoing weekly cleanup so
that it can be opened as an
office building.

Examining the fiywheel of the huge
Corliss Valve steam engine (from left)
Herb Strum, Gil Buckley, MHA President,
and Vic Thompson.
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Community-wide financial
support for this preservation
project is being sought.
Professional engineering
advise has been obtained.
Volunteer support is being
used. Funding from federal,
state, and foundation sources
is also being sought.

Mr. Herbert Strum, the
lecal engineering consultant
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initiating the project at the
local level, will work closely with
Mr, Robert L. Johnson of
Rossville, Georgia, on the
details of this display.

Mr. Johnson operates the

“Museum of Early technology™

in Rossville. He earns his living
restoring steam engines and
other machinery from the
nation's past. Under his
direction the process of dis-
mantling the engine on the
Breneman site and reassem-
bling it atl the new location will
Lake place.
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